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1.8 billion
Indigenous Peoples, Afro-descendant 
Peoples, and local communities claim, 
live in, and steward the earth’s most 
diverse ecosystems- home to the 
majority of life on Earth.



Forest lands owned and 
managed by Indigenous 

Peoples, local 
communities and Afro-

descendant Peoples 
demonstrate far lower 

deforestation rates and 
higher rates of carbon 

storage than other 
protected and 

unprotected areas.

Annual Deforestation Rates in Bolivia, Brazil and Colombia (2000- 2021)
Source: WRI

Distribution of 
aboveground carbon 
stock (2016) and loss 
(2003 to 2016) by region 
across ITs, PNAs, regions 
of IT/PNA overlap, and 
Other Land.
Source: Walker et al. 
(2020)



Yet less than 15%
of all forest lands globally 

are under formal legal 
ownership by Indigenous 

Peoples and local 
communities.



Indigenous Peoples, Afro-descendant 
Peoples, and local communities’ tenure 

security is fundamental to achieving 
global climate and biodiversity goals.

Securing tenure rights in 24 of the 
most forested countries could help 
avoid the equivalent of up to ¼ of 
global energy emissions in 2020.

(1.1 to 7.4 GtC02e avoided)

High Scenario
7.356 GtCO2e

total in the tropical collective 
forestlands stored aboveground800 GtCO2e

33%
is currently unrecognized IPADLC stock that is at 
risk for a forecasted 10-year avoidable carbon loss

Latin America 
0.482 GtCO2e 
23%

Asia 
0.278 GtCO2e 
13%

Africa 
1.321 GtCO2e 
63%

Latin America 
0.482 GtCO2e 
45%

Asia 
0.104 GtCO2e 
10%

Africa 
0.495 GtCO2e 
46%

Africa 
5.676 GtCO2e 
77%

Asia 
1.196 GtCo2e 
16%

Latin America 
0.484 GtCO2e 
7%

Low Scenario
1.081 GtCO2e

Average Scenario
2.081 GtCO2e



Over the past decade, less than 
1% of global climate ODA went to 

Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities’ tenure and forest 

management.
Just 1/10th of that

was directed towards securing 
land tenure rights, averaging

US$ 30M/year over the last 10 years.



Securing collective tenure rights is a 
cost-effective climate, conservation, 

and development solution.

__________________________

Mapping, delimiting, and 
registering 669 million hectares of 
unrecognized community lands in 24 

major forested countries would only cost 
between US$8.9 and $18.6 billion.

__________________________

Average cost to map, delimit and 
register community lands, providing the 

foundation for all nature-based 
solutions, is between $0.19 and $2.77 

per ton CO2e avoided emissions.



KEY TAKEAWAY

The current financial architecture is completely 
inadequate to mobilize and allocate the resources 
necessary to achieve global climate, conservation, 
and development goals. The following imperatives 
are necessary to achieve these goals:

1. Dramatically increase funding to support the 
collective land rights agenda.

2. Simplify administrative requirements of existing 
institutions and align to rights holder initiatives.

3. Develop new financing mechanisms, with rights 
holders, to attract funding and channel 
resources directly to local orgs/networks.

4. Increase coordination among public & private 
philanthropies, financial mechanisms, rights 
holders + other allies.



Path to Scale Network - an 
informal network of donors + 
financial mechanisms to encourage 
ambition, coordination, and 
innovation. 
Targets:
- Mobilize $1 billion by CoP26 and 
$10 billion by 2030
- Recognize rights to additional 400 
million ha forests by 2030.

www.PathToScale.org

Several initiatives underway 
coordinated by RRI.

Community Land Rights and 
Conservation Finance 
Initiative (CLARIFI) – an 
international regranting 
mechanism to mobilize and 
strategically deploy public and 
private funds to directly support 
community organizations, their 
advocacy and conservation.
Led by Steering Committee of 
rightsholders, developed with the 
Campaign for Nature

Land Rights Standard - best 
practice standards to guide all 
landscape-level actions and 
investments by civil society 
organizations, companies and 
investors. 
Developed with the Indigenous 
Peoples Majors Group of the UN 
and the Global Landscapes Forum.

https://rightsandresources.org/
land-rights-standard/



Visit our website: rightsandresources.org

Follow us on Twitter: @RightsResources THANK YOU.

Our 
Partners

Our 
Affiliated 
Networks
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