QUARTERLY EMAIL UPDATE
JULY - SEPTEMBER 2014

Much of the news from the last quarter indicates a growing momentum for the recognition of forest
and land tenure across the world. Leading international companies are increasingly committing to
respect local peoples’ rights in the lands where they invest. The announcements at the UN Climate
Summit this September in New York were emblematic of this wave, delivering several new pledges
from major palm oil companies Wilmar, Cargill, Asian Agri, and Golden Agri Resources to protect
forests and peatlands under their investments in Indonesia, and ensure that Indigenous Peoples‘
and communities’ rights are better respected.
While a majority of governments have yet to recognize that their top-down approaches to managing their natural resources are long obsolete, some showed progress as well. One example was in
Senegal, where the National Commission on Land Reform began working closely with the country’s
vibrant group of land rights advocates to achieve an inclusive land reform process.
This new momentum is encouraging. Change is happening, and a lot more of it is possible if companies make good on their promises, governments realize that an investment in their people is an
investment in prosperity, and the international development community prioritizes the rights of
Indigenous Peoples and local communities to the land and forests they depend on. We look forward
to working together as we look to 2015.
- Rights and Resources Initiative
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Global Level Strategic Analysis and Action

CIVIL SOCIETY ADVOCATES FOR STRENGTHENED COMMUNITY RIGHTS IN REDD+
INVESTMENTS BEFORE UN-REDD POLICY BOARD MEMBERS
JULY 7 | LIMA, PERU
At a knowledge-sharing panel prior to the 12th UN-REDD Policy Board (UN-REDD PB) meeting, RRI (on
behalf of the Independent Advisory Group to the UN-REDD Program) gave voice to civil society actors
who have been critical of the handling of community land and carbon rights in REDD+ investments and
global carbon trade initiatives. The panel highlighted the urgent need for countries to assess carbon
rights issues, as well as the role of respecting community land rights in simplifying and clarifying carbon
rights. In this role, RRI ensured that UN-REDD included tenure reform as a priority in its next strategic plan.
Forty one UN-REDD national representatives from across the world attended the panel, including the
head of the Indonesian REDD agency and numerous global civil society representatives. The UN-REDD PB
accepted recommendations from RRI for improved internal governance as part of its internal review
process, and supported prioritizing local tenure and carbon rights in the future. It also acknowledged the
need for a clearer understanding of its own purpose vis-à-vis similar initiatives at the multilateral
level—most notably the World Bank’s Forest Carbon Partnership Facility. These recommendations will
help the UN-REDD PB reexamine weaknesses in both its governance and modus operandi, enabling it to
enhance its institutional transparency and respect for human rights—both of which are priorities for the
UN system.
Contact: Claire Biason.

DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND EXPERTS PREPARE TO LAUNCH GLOBAL CALL TO
ACTION FOR COMMUNITY LAND RIGHTS
JULY 7-8 | THE HAGUE, THE NETHERLANDS
At a meeting in the Netherlands, the organizations and individuals that played a central role in organizing
the 2013 Interlaken conference moved forward with plans to launch a global effort for community land
rights, titled the Global Call to Action. The Call to Action, once operational, will raise the profile of
community land rights as a global development, human rights, and environmental priority and enable
Indigenous Peoples, community and civil society organizations to better link their work and advocacy
towards securing community land rights. The participants agreed on a working target for the Call to
Action’s goal to dramatically increase land owned and controlled by Indigenous Peoples and local
communities, as well as a basic organizational structure for the campaign.
Contact: Claire Biason.
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Global Level Strategic Analysis and Action

TECHNICAL BRIEF ADVOCATES INCLUSION OF COMMUNITY LAND RIGHTS IN POST-2015
GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS
JULY 10
In July, a technical brief proposed revisions to the “zero draft” of the UN’s Open Working Group on the
Post-2015 development agenda to ensure that Indigenous Peoples’ and communities’ land rights were
accounted for in the negotiations of the Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The brief,
prepared by an informal working group of organizations dedicated to advancing land rights—including
RRI, ILC, Oxfam, Landesa, Forest Peoples Programme, Huairou Commission, and Global Witness—
recommended alternative language for several of the SDG targets to ensure that they appropriately
addressed Indigenous Peoples’ and communities’ land rights. Following the brief’s release, the final Open
Working Group draft included targets on access to land in relation to poverty reduction, food security,
and gender equality goals, but without specific reference to community or Indigenous Peoples’ land
rights. However, the work on the brief brought together leading civil society organizations and coalitions
working on land rights policy issues and the group continues to collaborate informally on advocacy
efforts to strengthen the inclusion of land rights in the global development agenda.
Contact: Jenny Springer.

REPORT VALIDATES FOREST TENURE AS A SOUND STRATEGY FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
MITIGATION
JULY 24 | WASHINGTON, D.C., USA
The World Resources Institute (WRI) and RRI collaborated to produce a comprehensive, rigorous analysis
of the evidence connecting secure community forest land rights and reductions in deforestation and
related climate emissions. The report, released in Washington, D.C. on July 24, conclusively demonstrated
that secure community tenure is an effective strategy to combat climate change. It generated significant
discussion and debate in international media as well as climate policy and development circles, and
received positive endorsement from PepsiCo, Inc.—a major investor in agribusiness—as well as an official
statement from the President of the upcoming Conference of Parties (COP 20) of the UNFCCC, Peru’s
Environment Minister Manuel Pulgar Vidal. Given the compelling evidence it presented and the significant
public attention it received, the report will serve to influence the broader debate on climate change in
advance of the upcoming COP 20 in Lima, Peru.
Contact: Jenny Springer.

RRI Quarterly Update - July to September 2014

Page 3

Global Level Strategic Analysis and Action

FOREST AGENCY LEADERS SEE SECURE FOREST TENURE AS CORE ELEMENT OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
JULY 28-AUGUST 1 | OAXACA, MEXICO
At this annual gathering of forest agency leaders from some of the world’s most forested countries, participants witnessed the community forestry organizations and enterprises in Oaxaca, Mexico, learning about
the decisive role that a clear framework for land tenure can play in delivering economic and social development to forest communities. The participants—including delegates from ministries of forestry, environment, conservation, and finance from Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, Indonesia, Mexico, and the USA, and
resource advisors from multilateral organizations—gained a better understanding of community forestry
and secure land tenure as core elements of successful economic development. The participants learned
from experts and locals that social capital helped these community forestry initiatives succeed, and that
forestry policies that build on these initiatives better serve their medium and long-term deforestation
reduction targets. It is hoped that this improved understanding of global trends affecting the forestry
sector will help the participants become more proactive change agents within their own organizations,
laying the groundwork for more innovative policies in the world’s most forested countries. The event was
organized in collaboration with the Mexico-based organization CONAFOR.
Contact Claire Biason or visit the MegaFlorestais website.

SEMINAR IN SWEDEN DRAWS RESEARCHERS AND DONORS TO DISCUSS CHALLENGES IN
SECURING FOREST AND COMMUNITY LAND RIGHTS
SEPTEMBER 10 | GOTHENBURG, SWEDEN
Through this public seminar, RRI reached out with its latest research and findings to the very active and
committed community of academics, donors, philanthropists, and activists in Scandinavia and Northern
Europe on issues of land rights and tenure. Organized with the University of Gothenburg, the seminar
participants discussed the global challenges in forest tenure, and existing initiatives for securing forest
and community land rights. Marie Ottosson of Sida, the Swedish International Development Cooperation,
publicly disclosed Sida’s support to the International Land and Forest Tenure Facility, which is currently
incubated by RRI and aims to become fully operation in 2016. Learn more about the event here.
Contact: Bryson Ogden.
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Global Level Strategic Analysis and Action

NEW REPORT PROPOSES PRIORITY STEPS TO ADVANCE DEVELOPMENT AND MITIGATE
CLIMATE CHANGE
SEPTEMBER 22-23 | NEW YORK, USA
A policy brief launched by RRI and Tebtebba served to influence the dialogue around the 2014 World
Conference on Indigenous Peoples and UN Climate Summit by highlighting the importance of Indigenous Peoples’ and local communities’ land rights in achieving global climate and sustainable development goals. The brief shows that the amount pledged to date for three major multi-lateral initiatives at
the UN and the World Bank in preparing for the evolving REDD+ carbon market—US$1.64 billion—could
expand the demarcation, registration, and titling of rights of the local communities and Indigenous
Peoples living on 450 million hectares, an area almost half the size of Europe. It discussed evidence showing links between recognition of community land and forest rights and a host of global development
objectives, such as climate change mitigation, conservation, resolving local conflict, and human rights
advancements. The brief also demonstrated the feasibility of achieving this recognition through new,
low-cost technology, using cost data and case studies from around the world.
Contact: Bryson Ogden.
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Country and regional level analysis and action

AFRICA
MALI
MALI’S HIGH COUNCIL FOR LOCAL COLLECTIVES CONCEEDS THAT STRENGTHENING
COMMUNITY RIGHTS WILL PAVE WAY FOR PEACE-BUILDING
AUGUST 7 | BAMAKO, MALI
Two new studies released at a workshop hosted by the High Council of Local Collectives (Mali’s second
house of Parliament), provided recommendations for the inclusion of local communities’ tenure rights in
Mali’s national peace and reconciliation process. The High Council of Local Collectives agreed to bring the
recommendations forward in the ongoing reconciliation process. If adapted, these recommendations will
strengthen local peoples’ tenure rights and prevent future conflict over access to Mali’s natural resources.
The studies’ findings demonstrate the destructive role that weak natural resource governance and a lack
of effective decentralization play in causing local conflict, and highlight the ways in which the return of
displaced populations and agricultural migrant workers have impacted natural resources governance in
the Northern regions of Timbuktu and Gao, as well as in the southern agricultural region of Sikasso. The
workshop was organized by the Core Women's Group for Rights and Citizenship (GPDCF), Mali, who
conducted the new studies.
Contact: Nana Traoré Sissako.

LOCAL COMMUNITIES’ ROLE IN THE GREAT GREEN WALL INITIATIVE STRENGTHENED
SEPTEMBER 15 | BAMAKO, MALI
The presentation of a new baseline study on the Great Green Wall (GGW) Initiative in Mali provided an
opportunity for community stakeholders to engage with state representatives on the Initiative’s challenges, opportunities, and perspectives for sustainable and integrated development. This dialogue with
community members was the first of its kind since the Great Green Wall Initiative was launched by the
African Union in 2005 to enhance the resilience of socio-ecological systems in the Sahel/Saharan zones
and mitigate the threats caused by climate change. This exchange also allowed for GGW focal points of
other Sahel countries such as Senegal, Niger, Burkina Faso, and Mauritania to collaborate with Mali’s local
collectivities and communities for the first time. The study, which provided discussion points for the
workshop participants, analyzes the ecological and socio-economic factors in the use of the 15 km wide
band that crosses the continent from Djibouti to Senegal. The workshop was organized by HELVETAS
Swiss Intercooperation in collaboration with RRI and the National Agency of Waters and Forests (DNEF),
Mali.
Contact: Célestin Dembélé.
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Country and regional level analysis and action

AFRICA
MALI
MULTI-STAKEHOLDER DIALOGUE ON LARGE SCALE CONCESSION LAND DEVELOPMENT
AND AGRI-BUSINESS LEADS TO NEW INITIATIVE
JUNE 9 | SÉGOU, MALI
For the first time, women enterprises operating in non-timber forest products (NTFP) in Mali engaged
directly with potential traders as well as representatives of Mali’s Ministry of Environment to discuss their
challenges and concerns at a national workshop. The workshop brought women entrepreneurs together
with members of the High Council of Local Collectives, the Commission on Rural Development, the
Agency for the Environment and Sustainable Development, and other local officials. Participants
discussed ways to simplify the laws regulating natural resource management and removing barriers to
the development of small NTFP enterprises. Fourteen recommendations for removing such
barriers—such as burdensome taxes and market access—were submitted to and well received by
policymakers from 11 government agencies. The Director of the Cabinet for the Ministry of Environment,
who was in attendance, vowed to address some of the obstacles faced by small forest enterprises in the
country, especially concerning taxes and other related costs to their operations. The workshop was
organized by Sahel Eco during the 15th edition of Mali’s Quinzaine de l’environement.
Contact: Pierre Dembélé.

SENEGAL
SENEGAL’S NATIONAL COMMISSION ON LAND REFORM VOWS TO USE INPUT BY LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND VULNERABLE GROUPS IN LAND REFORM PROCESS
SEPTEMBER 11-12 | DAKAR, SENEGAL
The president of Senegal’s National Commission on Land Reform (CNRF) committed to taking the
country’s local communities’ concerns into full account in the ongoing land reform process at a workshop
hosted by the CNRF and organized by the local civil society platform on land. The workshop disseminated
findings from five new studies to inform the Commission and other key stakeholders on the importance
of land and forest tenure rights of local communities in land reform. The Commission’s response to the
studies, which were conducted by the Initiative prospective agricole et rurale (IPAR), was highly positive and
encouraging. As a result of these efforts, the Module on forests, previously absent from Senegal’s Land
Governance Assessment Framework (LGAF) has now been added, thus bridging a critical gap in the land
and decentralization reform process. An inclusive land reform process will allow Senegal to achieve its
development objectives without being detrimental to the countries small farmers and local communities.
Contact: Dr. Cheikh Oumar Ba.
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Country and regional level analysis and action

AFRICA
BURKINA FASO
TRAINING EQUIPS LOCAL WOMEN TO EXERT THEIR TENURE RIGHTS
JULY 3-4 | PÔ AND GUIARO, BURKINA FASO
Capacity building workshops in two targeted communes in Burkina Faso trained 30 women community
landowners, traditional authorities, and local government officials on the process behind local land
certificates for women’s collective land rights (attestations de possession foncière or APF)—a relatively new
type of land use certificate recognizing women’s collective rights to land. The training will help hundreds
more women who are part of the rural Collectives to secure their land rights in both the Po and Guiaro
townships. The local land certificates are a result of Burkina Faso’s 2009 legislation (Law 034-2009) on
Rural Land which officially recognizes customary and collective rights and formalizes them through land
certificates as well as loan agreements. The law can eventually grant full property rights if requested after
three years. The training was carried out in several steps to maximize its impact, including building
knowledge of the law among women’s Collectives; creating a mutual understanding and agreement on
the law’s implications among women’s groups, local elected officials, and traditional chiefs; and ultimately
educating the women and local government officials on the final process of obtaining the certificates and
the legal recognition they provide. An advocacy campaign directed at the Governor’s office on further
strengthening communities’ land tenure, with a special focus on women, was also launched at the
workshop. The workshop was organized by TENFOREST.
Contact: Alain Traoré.

CAMEROON
PARLIAMENTARY WORKSHOP COACHES NEW MEMBERS ON PROTECTING COMMUNITY
RIGHTS IN NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
JULY 22-23 | YAOUNDÉ, CAMEROON
A workshop organized by Cameroon’s Network of Parliamentarians for Sustainable Management of Dense
and Humid Forest Ecosystems in Central Africa (REPAR) provided training to newly elected Parliament
Members on environmental and land use planning issues, especially the sustainable management of
natural resources and their link to local community rights. About 100 Parliamentarians, including 20
Senators and spanning eight ministries, were trained. Of the trainees, 63 became new members of REPAR,
signaling their readiness to influence the work of Cameroon’s National Council on land use planning.
REPAR produced an action plan for influencing the Cameroonian government’s policy by working with
key ministries on forests and land use planning. The participants also had an opportunity to engage with
representatives from the private sector and civil society organizations.
Contact: Hon. Jean Jacques Zam.
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Country and regional level analysis and action

AFRICA
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
DECREE ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES’ FOREST CONCESSIONS SEEN AS MAJOR
BREAKTHROUGH FOR COMMUNITY LAND RIGHTS
AUGUST 2 | DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
After more than a decade of civil society advocacy, legislators in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) signed the Decree (No 14/018) on Local Communities Forest Concessions (LCFCs) on August 2,
2014—a major achievement in the recognition of customary ownership rights in the DRC. The Decree’s
impacts include the recognition of communities‘ customary land and forest rights within and outside
LCFCs, and the free and perpetual attribution of forest concessions to communities up to 50,000 ha.
However, the Decree still has a number of inadequacies that the RRI supported civil society platform on
tenure (CACO) in DRC intends to address during the implementation phase. These include a lack of
accounting for Indigenous Peoples and vulnerable groups’ specificities and rights.
Contact: Joseph Bobia.
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Country and regional level analysis and action

ASIA
INDONESIA
NATIONAL CONFERENCE PRESENTS CONSOLIDATED FRONT ON JUST GOVERNANCE AND
RESOURCE RIGHTS
SEPTEMBER 22-23 | JAKARTA, INDONESIA
A two-day national conference brought together an unprecedented number of civil society organizations
in Indonesia to voice their concerns and issue joint recommendations regarding natural resource and
tenure rights. The conference, organized by a diverse group of 37 NGOs working across the country,
framed these rights within a broader agenda of agrarian reform, highlighting a wide range of interconnected issues. Their recommendations to policymakers focused on legislative and institutional reforms,
public finance in political agendas, local communities’ and Indigenous Peoples’ empowerment, people-centered economic development and production schemes, trade and investments, and research on
natural resources management. The participants voiced their support in favor of land redistribution,
conflict resolution, and controlling the criminalization of farmers and Indigenous Peoples in conflicts.
They also recommended setting up a National Committee on Agrarian Reform to ensure that natural
resources are managed to serve in the people’s interests as opposed to those of corporations. The conference organizers hope that the strong support received for the recommendations from several leading
civil society representatives who are part of the new President’s transition team, will propel them to
inclusion in the government’s next political agenda.
Contact: Noer Fauzi Rachman.

LEGAL OPINION URGES PROTECTION FOR FOREST PEOPLES IN UPCOMING FOREST
REGULATIONS
JULY-SEPTEMBER | INDONESIA
A legal opinion on forthcoming forest gazettement regulations in Indonesia was submitted for inclusion
in the Ministry of Forestry’s draft Forestry Planning Regulation. The new draft contains key provisions
regarding the allocation of forest land as it affects tenure rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the mechanisms used to resolve tenure-related conflicts. The opinion, if taken into account, will strengthen the
existing provisions to guard against violations of rights of the people living in forests. The legal review to
produce the opinion was conducted by the Epistema Institute in collaboration with Silvagama. Numerous
other Indonesian civil society organizations were also consulted.
More information can be found here.
Contact: Myrna A. Safitri.
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Country and regional level analysis and action

ASIA
NEPAL
DIALOGUE WINS NEW COMMITMENTS FROM NEPAL’S POLICY MAKERS ON RIGHTS-BASED
APPROACH TO NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
SEPTEMBER 5 | KATHMANDU, NEPAL
Constitution Assembly members attending a dialogue in Kathmandu vowed to raise community property
rights issues in upcoming Assembly meetings to ensure that these rights were respected in Nepal’s forthcoming constitution. The dialogue, organized by the Community-based Forestry Supporters' Network
(COFSUN), analyzed the role of various actors in natural resource management, and advanced the ongoing advocacy efforts of civil society organizations representing the local communities that depend on
Nepal’s rich natural resources. Several media representatives also committed to support this advocacy in
their publications, in order to increase their knowledge of these issues and to add pressure on policymakers to address community rights in the constitution.
Contact: Gaurav Madan.
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Country and regional Level analysis and action

LATIN AMERICA
PERU
INTERNATIONAL INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S WORKSHOP AND FORUM INVESTIGATES
CHALLENGES OF LAND AND CLIMATE CHANGE IN LEAD-UP TO COP20
JULY 15-16 | LIMA, PERU
At an international workshop and forum on community land and resource rights in Lima, 60 women
from 13 countries and three continents called for the inclusion of indigenous women’s perspectives and
participation in the dialogue around national and international climate change adaption and mitigation
policies. The workshop produced a set of 12 recommendations to government leaders, and particularly
to the government of Peru, for the effective integration of indigenous women´s collective rights into the
national policy to combat climate change. The workshop was followed by a public forum, attended by
148 participants representing Indigenous Peoples, civil society, academia, and representatives from the
Peruvian Government—including the Peruvian Ministries of Women, Environment, Foreign Affairs, and
Agriculture. Each of the government officials committed to work closely with civil society and Indigenous Peoples’ organizations in the lead up to COP20. Discussions at the forum highlighted the linkages
between indigenous women’s land rights and global climate change initiatives, generating a rare and
direct dialogue between the participants and Peruvian government officials. The Ministry of Environment of Peru has posted the recommendations from The International Forum on Indigenous Women,
Territory and Climate Change as official input for the upcoming COP20. See them here.
Contact: Omaira Bolaños.

GUATEMALA
GUATEMALA ENABLES SUSTAINABLE USE OF NON-TIMBER FOREST PRODUCTS BY
SMALL-SCALE PRODUCERS
JULY-SEPTEMBER | GUATEMALA
By re-classifying the use of non-timber forest products, the Ministry of Environment in Guatemala has
decreased the high costs and long bureaucratic processes associated with licensing these products,
making it inherently easier for communities to engage in the market place. This decision paves the way
for 20 forest communities near the Mayan Biosphere Reserve to earn income and/or supplement their
diets from sustainably harvested products such as ramon nuts, xate leaves, and allspice. This development has the potential to influence a national reform on the use of non-timber forest products and
create sustainable sources of income for forest peoples nationwide. The Ministry of Environment based
its decision in part on the ongoing advocacy efforts by Asociación de Comunidades Forestales de Peten
(ACOFOP), and RRI.
Contact: Omaira Bolaños.
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stAY CONNECTED

PUBLICATIONS & EVENTS
RECENT & UPCOMING EVENTS
World Parks Congress 2014 [Workshops]:
Indigenous and Community Land and Resource Rights as Global Conservation Priority
November 14 | Sydney, Australia
Catalyzing New Actions to Advance Indigenous and Community Land Rights in Conservation
November 15 | Sydney, Australia
Click here for more information
Sixteenth RRI Dialogue on Forests, Governance, and Climate Change:
Investments, Communities and Climate Change – Risks and Opportunities
October 30 | Lima, Peru
Click here for more information

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Communities as Counterparties: Preliminary Review of Concessions and Conflict in Emerging and Frontier
Market Concessions
Download report
Large-Scale Land Acquisition for APP Forest Plantations: Field Findings and Recommendations
Download report
Recognizing Indigenous and Community Rights: Priority Steps to Advance Development and Mitigate
Climate Change
Download report
Securing Rights, Combating Climate Change: How Strengthening Community Forest Rights Mitigates
Climate Change
Download report
To keep up to date with our activities, check out our website in
English, French, or Spanish.
You can also translate the website in over 60 languages by using the “Select
Language” tool on the top right corner of the Homepage.

Stay Connected

Join the conversation on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn
www.rightsandresources.org
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