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Legislation Cited: Nepal

Legislation below informed analysis of community-based water tenure regimes (CWTRs) in Nepal, as published in “Whose Water?” and
on the RRI Tenure Tool. Analysis includes relevant national laws and regulations enforceable as of January 1, 2019.

Year Enacted or Ratified
(Revised/Amended)

Legal Instruments, Court Cases, Select Regional Treaties and Agreements, and Secondary Sources

Constitution of Nepal 2015 2015

The Muluki Ain (General Code) 1963 (2010)

The Lands Act, 2021 (1964) 1964 (2010)
Land Acquisition Act, 2034 (1977) 1977 (2010)
Nepal Treaty Act, 2047 (1990) 1990
Electricity Act, 2049 (1992) 1992

Water Resources Act, 2049 (1992) 1992

Forest Act, 2049 (1993) 1993
Environment Protection Act, 2053 (1997) 1997
National Foundation for Development of Indigenous Nationalities Act 2002
National Human Rights Commission Act, 2068 (2012) 2012

Water Resource Rules, 2050 (1993) 1993
Environment Protection Rules, 2054 (1997) 1997
Drinking Water Rules, 2055 (1998) 1998
Irrigation Rules, 2056 (2000) 2000
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