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Legislation below informed analysis of community-based tenure regimes (CBTRs) in Papua New Guinea, as published in “Resilience and

Resistance” and on the RRI Tenure Tool.

Year Enacted
Legal Instruments and Secondary Sources (Revised/
Amended)
Constitution of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea (1975) 1975 (2014)
Customs Recognition Act of 1963 1963
Will and Probate Administration Act of 1966 1966
Land Groups Incorporation Act 1974 (2018)
Water Resources Act 1982
Village Courts Act of 1989 1989 (2018)
Forestry Act 1991 1992 (2005)
Land Act 1996 1996 (2022)
Underlying Law Act 2000
Environment Act 2000, as amended by the Environment (Amendment) Act 2014 2001 (2014)
Land Groups Incorporation (Amendment) Act 2009 2012
Voluntary Customary Land Registration (Amendment) Act (2009) 2012
Civil Registration (Amendment) Act 2014 2014
Village Courts (Amendment) Act 2014 2014
Climate Change (Management) Act 2015 2015 (2021)
Village Courts (Amendment) Act 2018 2018
Land Groups Incorporation (Amendment) Act 2018 2018
Climate Change (Management) (Amendment) Act 2021 2021
Land (Amendment) Act 2022 2022
Protected Areas Act 2024
Water Resources Regulation 1982
Forestry Regulation 1998 1998
Independent State of Papua New Guinea (2014), Papua New Guinea Policy on Protected Areas. Conservation & 2014
Environment Protection Authority, October 2014, Waigani, National Capital District, Papua New Guinea
Secondary Sources: Manning, M. and P. Hughes. 2008. Acquiring Land for Public Purposes in Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu. Ausaid,
Australia; Filer, Colin, Sango Mahanty, and Lesley Potter. 2020. “The FPIC Principle Meets Land Struggles in Cambodia, Indonesia and Papua
New Guinea.” Land 9(3): 67. d0i:10.3390/1and9030067; Darko, E., W. Smith and D. Walker. 2015. Gender Violence in Papua New Guinea-the
cost to business. The Overseas Development Institute; GRAINvideo. 2010. “PNG Farmland Grab.wmv.” YouTube video, 8:30. Posted 12 May;
OECD. 2014. “OECD Social Institutions and Gender Index: Papua New Guinea.” OECD; Oxford Business Group. 2012. The Report: Papua New
Guinea 2012: Construction & Real Estate: At last: Inroads are finally being made on land reform and ownership. Oxford Business Group; Papua
New Guinea Office of the Development of Women and UN Women. 2014. Papua New Guinea National Review on the Implementation of the
Beijing Declaration and the Platform for Action and the Outcomes of the 23rd Special Session of the General Assembly. Papua New Guinea
Office of the Development of Women and UN Women, Port Moseby; USAID/Enabling Agricultural Trade (EAT). 2012. “Registering Property.”
In AgCLIR Papua New Guinea: Agribusiness Commercial Legal and Institutional Reform Assessment - Agenda for Action, 63-72. USAID,
Washington, DC; World Bank. 2016. “Women Business and the Law: Papua New Guinea.” World Bank, Washington, DC.
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