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Legislation Cited and Literature Consulted: Cameroon

Legislation below informed analysis of community-based tenure regimes (CBTRs) in Cameroon, as published in “Resilience and 
Resistance” and on the RRI Tenure Tool.

Legal Instruments and Secondary Sources
Year Enacted 

(Revised/
Amended)

La Constitution de la Republique du Cameroun 1996 (2008)

Code Civil des Français 1804

Administration of Estates Act, 1925 1925

Law No. 85-09 of 4 July 1985 on expropriation for public utility purposes and on compensation procedures 1985

Loi No. 96-12 portant loi-cadre relative à la gestion de l’environnement 1996

Law No. 2006-15 of 29 December 2006 on Judicial Organization 2006

Law No. 2011/011 of 6 May 2011 amending and completing certain provisions of Ordinance No. 81/02 of June 
29, 1981

2011

Law No. 2012/001 of 19 April 2012 relating to the Electoral Code 2012

La Constitution de la Republique du Cameroun 1996 (2008)

Code Civil des Français 1804

Administration of Estates Act, 1925 1925

Law No. 85-09 of 4 July 1985 on expropriation for public utility purposes and on compensation procedures 1985

Loi No. 96-12 portant loi-cadre relative à la gestion de l’environnement 1996

Law No. 2006-15 of 29 December 2006 on Judicial Organization 2006

Law No. 2011/011 of 6 May 2011 amending and completing certain provisions of Ordinance No. 81/02 of June 
29, 1981

2011

Law No. 2012/001 of 19 April 2012 relating to the Electoral Code 2012

Law No. 2023/014 of 19 December 2023 relating to the Mining Code 2023

Law No. 2024/008 of 24 July 2024 to lay down forestry and wildlife regulations 2024

Décret No. 76-166 fixant les modalités de gestion du Domaine National 1976

Decree No. 77/245 of 15 July 1977 on the organization of traditional chiefdoms 1977

Décret No. 95-531/PM fixant les modalités d’application du régime des forêts 1995

Decree No. 95/466/PM of 20 July 1995 to lay down the conditions for the implementation of wildlife regulations 1995

Decree No. 2013/0171/PM of 14 February 2013 setting out the procedures for carrying out environmental and 
social impact assessments

2013

Décret No. 2017/383 du 18 juillet 2017 portant organisation du ministère des Affaires sociales 2017

Ordonnance No. 74-2 du 6 juillet 1974 fixant le régime domanial 1974

Ordonnance No. 74-1 du 6 juillet 1974 fixant le régime foncier, modifiée par la loi No. 19 du 26 novembre 1983 
relative aux compétences des juridictions judiciaires et des commissions consultatives

1974 (1983)

Ordinance No. 81-02 of 29 June 1981 to organize Civil Status Registration 1981

Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Cameroon on forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade in timber and derived products to the European Union (FLEGT)

2011

Arrêté conjoint No. 0076/MINATD/MINFI/MINFOF du 26 juin 2012 fixant les modalités de planification, d’emploi 
et de suivi de la gestion des revenus provenant de l’exploitation des ressources forestières et fauniques 
destinés aux communes et aux communautés riveraines

2012

Law No. 94/01 of 20 January 1994 to lay down forestry, wildlife and fisheries regulations 1994

Law has been repealed.

https://doi.org/10.53892/QSTZ6441
https://doi.org/10.53892/QSTZ6441
https://rightsandresources.org/rri-tenure-tool/


Rights and Resources Initiative. 2025. Resilience and Resistance: Indigenous, Afro-descendant, and Local Community Women’s Statutory Rights to 
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Secondary Sources: Assembe-Mvondo, Samuel, Carol J.P. Colfer, Maria Brockhaus and Raphael Tsanga. 2014. “Review of the legal ownership 
status of national lands in Cameroon: A more nuanced view.” Development Studies Research 1(1); CEDAW. 2013. List of issues and questions 
in relation to the combined fourth fifth periodic reports of Cameroon, Addendum: Cameroon’s responses. CEDAW/C/CMR/Q/4-5/Add.1. 
Distributed December 18; CEDAW. 2014. Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (continued): Combined fourth and fifth periodic reports of Cameroon. CEDAW, 
Geneva; Cziment, Stella. 2009. Cameroon: A Mixed Jurisdiction? A Critical Examination of Cameroon’s Legal System Through the Perspective 
of the Nine Interim Conclusions of Worldwide Mixed Jurisdictions. Civil Law Commentaries 2(2): 1-28; FAO Gender and Land Rights Database. 
2017. “Country Profile: Cameroon.” FAO, Rome; Kamdem Kamgno, Hélène and Carole Eulalie Mvondo Mengue. 2014. “Rise of Unofficial 
Marriages in Cameroon: Economic or Socio-Demographic Response?” American International Journal of Social Science 3(3); Killander, Magnus 
(ed.). 2010. International Law and Domestic Human Rights Litigation in Africa. Pretoria University Law Press, Pretoria; Kiye, Mikano E. 2015. 
“The Repugnancy and Incompatibility Tests and Customary Law in Anglophone Cameroon.” African Studies Quarterly 15(2); OECD. 2014. 
“OECD Social Institutions and Gender Index: Cameroon.” OECD; Time, Victoria M. 2014. “Rise of Unofficial Marriages in Cameroon: Economic 
or Socio-Demographic Response?” Journal of Law and Conflict Resolution 6(1); Phil Rene Oyono. 2009. New Niches of Community Rights to 
Forests in Cameroon: Tenure Reform, Decentralization Category or Something Else? International Journal of Social Forestry, Vol. 2(1): 1-23; 
MBAIRAMADJI, Jérémie. 2009. De la décentralisation de la gestion forestière à une gouvernance locale des forêts communautaires et des 
redevances forestières au Sud-est Cameroun; NKOTO EDJO, Henry. 2007. Les aspects juridiques de la protection de l’environnement dans les 
forêts communautaires au Cameroun; Organisation Internationale du Travail. Législations, politiques et institutions concernant les peuples 
autochtones: Cameroun.
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