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First Interactive Global Map of Indigenous and Community Territories Will Help 
Secure Land Rights Worldwide and Boost Forest Conservation Efforts 

 
As Paris climate change talks approach, new online platform promises opportunities to 

protect human rights and limit emissions from deforestation  
 

Editor’s note: Available at www.landmarkmap.org 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (November 10, 2015)—A broad partnership of indigenous coalitions and land rights 
and research organizations today launched LandMark, the first online, interactive global platform to 
map lands collectively held and used by Indigenous Peoples and communities. The platform was created 
to fill a critical gap in indigenous and community rights and make clear that these lands are not vacant, 
idle or available to outsiders. These communities often lack the legal rights to their land and can be 
pushed aside by the exploitive development of natural resources, including mines, palm oil plantations, 
and timber concessions. 
 
LandMark arrives at a critical juncture, when research provides convincing evidence that Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities are good stewards of their land and natural resources, keeping carbon in 
the trees and ground, and thus slowing climate change. The international talks addressing climate 
change, however, are building towards a treaty conference in Paris but have yet to include Indigenous 
Peoples’ land rights as an agreed-upon tool to limit the amount of carbon that human activity releases 
into the atmosphere. 
 
“To us, the detailed mapping of our ancestral territories, led by local indigenous communities, help us 
articulate our constitutionally recognized rights,” said Abdon Nababan, Secretary-General of the 
Indonesia's Indigenous Peoples' Alliance of the Archipelago (AMAN). “But these maps do us no good 
unless they become public knowledge and indigenous rights are recognized by all who have ambitions to 
grab our lands and these rights are actively protected by government. LandMark is an important tool for 
us in the process of gaining legal recognition of our constitutional rights.”  
 
In the beta version being launched today, LandMark compiles data from hundreds of sources and shows 
detailed boundaries for thousands of indigenous and community lands in countries around the world, 
with many more to be added as data becomes available. In addition to the boundaries of indigenous 
territories and community lands, the platform features the percentage of national land held and used by 
Indigenous Peoples and communities, and a detailed overview of the legal security of indigenous and 
community lands rights in many countries around the world.  
 
"There are practical reasons why legal recognition of community lands is imperative for a safer twenty-
first century", said Liz Alden Wily, an international land specialist resident in Kenya. "The notion that 
without paper title millions of hectares are unowned has become an intolerable fiction and an abuse of 
human rights that cannot be sustained in today's connected world. Secure rural tenure for all is also a 
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logical platform for more inclusive economic growth. Securing community lands is as much about 
looking forward to a sounder future as about remedy of legally dubious and unjust pasts." 
 
Research has shown that while Indigenous Peoples and local communities have customary rights to up 
to 65 percent of the global land area, they have ownership rights to just 10 percent, leaving the vast 
majority of their territories available to environmentally destructive development.  
 
A new analysis released last week shows that the economic benefits to securing these rights outweigh 
the costs of not granting them. Forest nations around the world—from Democratic Republic of Congo to 
Indonesia—can secure land rights as part of a developmental strategy that would also make a dent in 
emissions from deforestation. 
 
“Collectively held land is a global issue – not a northern or southern issue,” said Peter Veit, director of 
the World Resources Institute’s Land and Resources Rights initiative. “By visualizing the locations of 
Indigenous Peoples and local communities—involving perhaps 2 billion people—LandMark pushes their 
existence into the calculations of those making decisions about climate change, economic development, 
poverty alleviation, and natural resources conservation. LandMark provides Indigenous Peoples and 
communities the opportunity to be proactive in their efforts to protect their lands, not just reactive to 
imminent threats.” 
 

- 30 - 
 
LandMark (Beta) was developed under the guidance of a 13-member Steering Group, including 
indigenous coalitions and land rights and research organizations around the world:  

 Aliansi Masyarakat Adat Nusantara (AMAN, Indonesia), 

 Forest Peoples Programme (FPP, UK),  

 Foundation for Ecological Security (FES, India),  

 Instituto del Bien Común (IBC, Peru),  

 International Land Coalition (ILC, Rome),  

 Liz Alden Wily (Kenya),  

 Philippine Association for Intercultural Development, Inc. (PAFID, Philippines),  

 Rainforest Foundation UK (RFUK, UK), 

 Red Amazónica de Información Socioambiental Georreferenciada (RAISG, Brazil),  

 Rights and Resource Initiative (RRI, USA),  

 Union of Indigenous Nomadic Tribes of Iran (UNINOMAD, Iran) /  
Centre for Sustainable Development (CENESTA, Iran),  

 World Atlas of Indigenous Peoples' Territories(WAIPT, France), and  

 World Resources Institute (WRI, Global).  
For more information, visit www.landmarkmap.org. 
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