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2 Introduction 

Findings from 2 recent publications - focused on centrality 

of community forest rights as to the future of forests 

 What Future for Reform? (RRI 2014) – tracking forest 

“tenure transition”  

• Human Rights basis – recognition of customary rights to 
forests 

• Growing recognition of effectiveness of community 
management 

 Securing Rights, Combating Climate Change (WRI-RRI 

2014) – importance of community forest rights as a 

climate change solution 

 

 



3 
What Future for Reform? – 2002-2013 
Global forest tenure transition has continued 
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4 
Forest tenure transition in LMICs 
2002-2013 

Significant increase: from 
21% of forested lands to 

more than 30% 



5 Uneven progress across regions (2013) 



6 Uneven progress within Asia (2013) 

 ¾ of forests owned by 

communities in Asia are 

in China’s rural 

collectives 
 

 

 High proportion of 

customary lands and 

very limited recognition 

in Indonesia, peninsular 

SE Asia. 



7 And recognition has slowed since 2008… 
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8 Securing Rights, Combating Climate Change: 
A WRI & RRI REPORT  



9 
Community forests sequester massive  
amounts of carbon  

15.5 percent of  the 

world’s forest (513 mil ha) 

WRI-RRI 2014 



10 Deforestation rates inside indigenous & 
community forests with legal recognition and 
strong government protection are significantly 
lower than in forests outside these areas 

WRI-RRI 2014 



 



12 
What’s needed? 
legal recognition & government support 

WRI-RRI 2014 



13 Concluding Recommendations 

1. Recognize & support community forest rights and 

management – call to national governments 
• Continuing in - and moving beyond - Latin America 

2. Provide more concrete support from climate 

initiatives – valuing CF rights as a climate solution 

3. Engage private sector corporations and investors in 

respecting community forest rights 
• Slowdown coinciding with industrial concession expansion 

4. Catalyze broad-based change by including community 

land rights in the post-2015 development agenda 
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Thank you! 

For more information, visit 

www.rightsandresources.org 


