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MALI: Farmers Resist Land Deals – “Le Mali                

n’est pas à Vendre” 

 

North African oil money is pouring into Mali, one of the world’s poorest countries, to 

finance secretive and controversial land acquisitions. Since 2008, a spate of closed-door 

deals has handed more than 300,000 hectares in Segou, the country’s prime agricultural 

region, to large local and foreign agriculture and biofuel companies. So far, violent 

evictions and uncompensated or poorly compensated displacements have been the norm.  

 

Segou farmers are organizing against what they see as a hostile takeover of their land 

abetted by the Malian government. In November 2010, herders, agriculturalists, and civil-

society organizations mobilized in the town of Kolongotomo to condemn the deals and to 

seek redress from the central government.  

 

The Coordination Nationale des Organisations Paysannes and the Syndicat des 

Exploitants Agricoles de l’Office du Niger, co-conveners of the Kolongotomo Forum, 

decried the lack of consultation with local stakeholders in the allocation of land leases 

and the lack of clarity on how local people will benefit. In the case of the 50-year lease 

granted to Malibya Agricole, for example, the contract does not stipulate any benefits for 

locals or specify the revenue that will accrue to the state; nor does it require that any 

portion of output stays in the country. It is thus impossible for local people or local 

government to enforce the provision of benefits, guarantee local rights, or track revenue 

receipt or allocations. This seems to be a common problem in deals made in Mali and 

other Sahelian countries involving the Saudi government or pooled Islamic regional 

investment funds. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

Click here for the full report "PUSHBACK: Local Power, Global Realignment," which takes 

stock of the current status of forest rights and tenure globally, assesses the key issues and events 

of 2010 that shape possibilities to improve local rights and livelihoods, and identifies key 

questions and challenges that the world will face in 2011. 
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