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RRI’s annual review of the global state of rights and resources for 2014-2015, Looking for Leadership, 
highlighted 2014 as a year in which unconventional leaders emerged from courts, Indigenous 
Peoples’ and community organizations, and some corporations. As we move to the second quarter of 
2015, we see that Indigenous Peoples and local communities continue to assert their rights, and there 
seems to be renewed momentum in recognizing the importance of these rights—particularly by 
some actors who have previously viewed them as an impediment to development. 

Prior to the devastating earthquake that shook the country, RRI Partners and Collaborators in Nepal 
successfully mobilized civil society to contest the government’s 2014 decision to convert the 
resource-rich Chure region into a conservation zone without consulting millions of local residents. 
Coalition members also helped the indigenous Sengwer people of Kenya �nd legal recourse for their 
eviction from their land by the Government. In Guatemala, their e�orts led to a government agency 
recognizing the contributions of a local community toward forest conservation and water manage-
ment by dramatically reducing its agrarian debt, and allowing it to keep most of its ancestral agricul-
tural and forest land. 

Further, in large part due to the work of RRI Collaborator Landesa, global paper company Stora Enso 
took another step forward in recognizing the importance of assessing the state of rights underpin-
ning its operations and plantation holdings around the world. These developments and others like 
them are encouraging signs of the persistence and energy that marks the ongoing push for global 
recognition of land and resource rights.  

- Rights and Resources Initiative

http://www.rightsandresources.org/annual-report/2014/
http://www.storaenso.com/about/news/stora-enso-launches-group-wide-human-rights-assessment-results-together-with-the-danish-institute-for-human-rights
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GLOBAL LEVEL ANALYSIS AND ACTION

RRI’S ANNUAL REVIEW FINDS NEW INSPIRATION AND SOLUTIONS FROM UNCONVENTIONAL 
LEADERS IN 2014
FEBRUARY 4 | GLOBAL
RRI’s annual review of the global state of rights and resources for 2014-2015, Looking for Leadership: New 
inspiration and momentum amidst crises, highlighted 2014 as a year in which unconventional leaders 
emerged from Indigenous Peoples‘ and local communities’ organizations, courts, and corporations to o�er 
inspiration and solutions at scale. Read the interactive version of the annual review in English, French, and 
Spanish. New research presented in the report also argued that UN-REDD strategies should feature secur-
ing community and indigenous tenure more prominently for any chance of success. The report was 
launched at a panel event moderated by development reporter and author Fred Pearce at The Royal Society 
in London. Experts from the private sector, academia, and civil society organizations from Kenya, Indonesia, 
and Liberia debated key questions for 2015 such as: Can these unconventional leaders e�ectively galvanize 
governments into action on the recognition of indigenous and community forest land, and will traditional 
leaders support their new momentum? The event was webcast live in English, French and Spanish. 
Read the press release. Contact Madiha Qureshi.

MEETING ON INTERNATIONAL FOREST SUSTAINABILITY EMPHASIZES LINKAGES AMONG 
LAND TENURE, LIVELIHOODS, AND FOREST GOVERNANCE
JANUARY 26 | LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
RRI led the design of a session on “Land tenure, livelihoods and forest governance” at the Prince of Wales’ 
International Sustainability Unit’s Meeting on Forests, Climate Change, and Development. The session 
provided an opportunity to ensure that issues of land tenure, livelihoods, forest governance, and fostering 
collaborative partnerships with Indigenous Peoples were included in the outcomes of this high-level meet-
ing. Panel participants included Abdon Nababan of the Indigenous Peoples Alliance of the Archipelago, 
Indonesia (AMAN), Terhi Koipijärvi of the international paper company Stora Enso, and Paulo Moutinho of 
the Amazon Environmental Research Institute. As a result of this participation, the meeting’s outcome 
document recommended that the World Bank and key donors build better awareness of the role of local 
and indigenous communities in ensuring forest conservation and climate change mitigation. The event 
heightened the pro�le of the linkages among land tenure, livelihoods and forest governance in the pres-
ence of several major donor organizations and high-level government representatives from emerging 
economies. Contact Nate Dobbin.

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/400191/Forests__Climate_Change_and_Development_Meeting_Summary_-_26_January_2015.pdf
mailto:ndobbin@rightsandresources.org
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/400191/Forests__Climate_Change_and_Development_Meeting_Summary_-_26_January_2015.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/annual-report/2014/es/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/annual-report/2014/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/annual-report/2014/fr/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/event/the-state-of-rights-and-resources-2014-2015/http:/www.rightsandresources.org/event/the-state-of-rights-and-resources-2014-2015/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/looking-for-leadership-new-inspiration-and-momentum-amidst-crises/
mailto:mqureshi@rightsandresources.org
http://www.rightsandresources.org/event/the-state-of-rights-and-resources-2014-2015/http:/www.rightsandresources.org/event/the-state-of-rights-and-resources-2014-2015/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/event/the-state-of-rights-and-resources-2014-2015/http:/www.rightsandresources.org/event/the-state-of-rights-and-resources-2014-2015/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/event/the-state-of-rights-and-resources-2014-2015/http:/www.rightsandresources.org/event/the-state-of-rights-and-resources-2014-2015/


GLOBAL LEVEL ANALYSIS AND ACTION

REPORT ANALYZES IMPACT OF PALM OIL DEVELOPMENTS ON THE ECONOMIC 
TRAJECTORY OF LIBERIA
FEBRUARY 4 | GLOBAL
A new report on Industrial Oil Palm Development explored the impacts of large-scale palm oil projects in 
Indonesia and Malaysia, and the lessons they hold for the industry’s more recent development in Liberia. 
The report pointed out that although Indonesia and Malaysia produce the majority of the world’s annual 
supply of palm oil, the industry only marginally contributes to GDP, and has not resulted in substantial 

pushing for the development of inclusive business models that prioritize the rights of communities, and 

estates to Africa. It will also inform policy makers evaluating green growth strategies and considering 
industrial production of palm oil. The report was launched alongside the RRI Annual Review in London. 
Read about the report on Mongabay.com. Contact Bryson Ogden.

RRI Quarterly Update - January to March 2015 Page 3

RRI’S FINDINGS INFLUENCE INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVE’S RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE
UN FORUM ON FORESTS
FEBRUARY 3-6 | INTERLAKEN, SWITZERLAND
Participants at the Interlaken+10 workshop—a country-led initiative that supports the UN Forum on 
Forests (UNFF)—

session on Forest Tenure and Decentralization organized with Helvetas, FAO, and CIFOR. The workshop, 
organized by Switzerland with Indonesia, South Africa, Mexico, and Ukraine, gathered about 140 partici-
pants to discuss how to include key governance issues in the UNFF’s future International Arrangement on 
Forests. RRI’s demonstration of the linkages between strong community rights and lower deforestation and 
carbon emissions informed the workshop’s recommendations to the UNFF, including one to include the 
rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities in the indicators for the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Read the event summary. Contact Nate Dobbin. 

http://www.rightsandresources.org/publication/industrial-oil-palm-development-liberias-path-to-sustained-economic-development-and-shared-prosperity-lessons-from-the-east/
http://news.mongabay.com/2015/0311-gfrn-cannon-local-land-rights-threatened-by-palm-oil-in-liberia.html
mailto:bogden@rightsandresources.org
http://www.iisd.ca/forestry/unff/unff11/interlaken+10/html/crsvol180num2e.html
mailto:ndobbin@rightsandresources.org
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NEW PRACTICAL GUIDE SEEKS TO STRENGTHEN INDIGENOUS RIGHTS IN PROTECTED 
AREAS 
FEBRUARY | GLOBAL
A new practical guide on the application of UNDRIP in protected areas provides guidance on strengthening 
respect for Indigenous Peoples’ rights in conservation policies and practices in Mesoamerica. The guide was 
developed by the Indian Law Resource Center in collaboration with the IUCN Commission on Environmen-
tal, Economic, and Social Policy, and in consultation with indigenous communities a�ected by three 
protected area initiatives in Honduras, Guatemala, and Nicaragua. It will bene�t both government and 
non-governmental conservation actors by providing guidance on how to bring their practices, policies, and 
laws in line with UNDRIP, indigenous customary laws and treaties, and applicable decisions of the 
Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Despite its regional focus, the guide holds relevant lessons for 
Indigenous Peoples’ lands and territories and protected areas globally. 
Read it here. Contact Jenny Springer.
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RRI COMMENTS ON THE WORLD BANK’S DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL 
SAFEGUARDS FRAMEWORK
FEBRUARY 27 | WASHINGTON, D.C., UNITED STATES
RRI’s comments on the proposed World Bank Environmental and Social Framework—currently undergoing 
consultations—emphasized that the draft weakens protections for Indigenous Peoples and local commu-
nities that hold customary land rights. While acknowledging some positive developments, the comments 
identi�ed areas where the proposed safeguards increase the risk that Bank projects could harm communi-
ties. For example, the proposed Framework increasingly places the onus of implementing bank safeguards 
on the bene�ciary countries, but lacks su�cient requirements for the Bank to verify compliance. RRI also 
emphasized that the proposed Framework must apply to all types of Bank �nancing, not solely investment 
�nancing, and provided speci�c recommendations related to land acquisition and resettlement, the 
protection of Indigenous Peoples, and biodiversity conservation. The Bank is expected to issue a revised 
draft as early as June 2015. If RRI’s comments in�uence this draft, the Bank’s substantial investment portfo-
lio would be less likely to have adverse impacts on Indigenous Peoples’ and local communities’ land rights. 
Improved safeguards could also in�uence other major funding institutions and governments to improve 
their own standards to align with practices championed by the Bank.  
Contact: Ilona Coyle.

mailto:jspringer@rightsandresources.org
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/Mesoam-Conservatn-Guide-FINAL-ENG.pdf
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/Mesoam-Conservatn-Guide-FINAL-ENG.pdf
https://consultations.worldbank.org/Data/hub/files/rri_submission_on_wb_draft_esf.pdf
mailto:icoyle@rightsandresources.org
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NEW BRIEFS HIGHLIGHT IMPORTANCE OF INDIGENOUS AND COMMUNITY LAND RIGHTS 
TO THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 
JANUARY-MARCH | GLOBAL
RRI continued its collaboration with Partners and Collaborators to promote the inclusion of community 
land rights in the Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This resulted in a number of products 
in the �rst quarter, including a technical brief advocating for the inclusion of explicit language on secure 
and equitable land rights for Indigenous Peoples and local communities in SDG targets and a second brief 
proposing two key land rights indicators—one on the proportion of women, men, Indigenous Peoples and 
local communities with secure tenure and another on area of land secured. In addition, Jenny Springer, RRI’s 
Director for Global Programs, wrote this post advocating for the need to include indigenous and communi-
ty land and resource rights in the SDGs to ensure that the aim of the post-2015 development agen-
da—“leaving no one behind”—is achieved. The post highlighted the importance of secure community 
tenure as a foundation for reducing poverty and enhancing food security, women's rights, and ecosystem 
conservation. Inclusion of targets and indicators on indigenous and community land rights in the SDGs 
would inform the development agendas of nations worldwide. Contact Jenny Springer.

http://www.rightsandresources.org/publication/secure-and-equitable-land-rights-in-the-post-2015-agenda-a-key-issue-in-the-future-we-want-2/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/publication/land-rights-indicators-in-the-post-2015-sdgs-recommendations-for-inter-agency-expert-group-other-policymakers/
http://www.iied.org/securing-indigenous-community-land-rights-future-we-want
mailto:jspringer@rightsandresources.org
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COUNTRY AND REGIONAL LEVEL ANALYSIS AND ACTION

AFRICA
KENYA

CAPACITY-BUILDING AND LEGAL SUPPORT HELPS EVICTED SENGWER RETURN HOME AND 
FIGHT FOR THEIR RIGHTS
JANUARY-MARCH | CHERANGANI HILLS
Prompted by the forceful evictions of the Sengwer people from their ancestral territories, the 
Forest Peoples Program (FPP) coordinated a swift response in collaboration with the Katiba Institute, the 
Chepkitale Indigenous People’s Development Project, and the Sengwer Indigenous Peoples Project. They 
provided legal and capacity-building support to the victims, which helped the Sengwer understand their 
rights, reclaim their homes, and communicate their concerns to the government and the broader public. 
FPP’s legal support to the Sengwer was instrumental in pursuing legal action against their eviction and the 
burning of their homes. To date, 70 percent of the Sengwer have returned to Embobut Forest, and those 
who are aware of the legal injunction against evictions reportedly experience less harassment from govern-
ment authorities. These e�orts and the establishment of the Forest Indigenous Peoples Network 
(FIPN)—which enables Kenya’s forest people to present their proposals to the National Land Commission 
and other policymakers— culminated at a World Bank Colloquium in Eldoret in March, where presentations 
by World Bank forestry experts from across the world made clear that community title is the only way 
forward. 
Contact Justin Kenrick.

WORKSHOP EQUIPS KEY STAKEHOLDERS WITH TOOLS TO PARTICIPATE IN REDD+ PROCESSES
FEBRUARY 3-6 | OUAGADOUGOU

TENFOREST hosted a training workshop that provided civil society organizations with knowledge and tools 
to advocate for secure community land tenure in the REDD+ process. As the �rst and only Sahel country to 
be accepted into the UN REDD+ program, Burkino Faso’s rural populations often lack adequate information 
to participate e�ectively in this process, despite the e�ects it could have on their communities and resourc-
es. The educational workshop’s 30 participants (including government experts, technical and �nancial part-
ners and civil society organizations) gained a better understanding of REDD+ safeguards at the internation-
al level and learned about the instruments available to promote respect for community and women’s land 
rights in the process. This was an important opportunity to engage local populations, which is essential to 
reversing deforestation in Burkina Faso and to ensuring that REDD+ respects community rights. The work-
shop also produced a road map to guide TENFOREST’s role in REDD+ moving forward. Contact Alain Traoré. 

BURKINA FASO

mailto:justin@forestpeoples.org
mailto:traore_alain@yahoo.fr
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COUNTRY AND REGIONAL LEVEL ANALYSIS AND ACTION

AFRICA
SENEGAL

TELEVISION SHOWS DRAW NATIONAL ATTENTION TO THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY 
LAND TENURE
FEBRUARY 18 | DAKAR
As part of a larger e�ort to put questions of tenure for local communities at the forefront in ongoing land 
reforms in Senegal, the Initiative Prospective Agricole et Rurale (IPAR) helped produce two television 
programs that brought these issues to a much wider audience. This national media exposure spread infor-
mation from forthcoming IPAR studies on land reform and community rights to the public and highlighted 
legislation that a�ects forest communities. The �rst show discussed the draft pastoral code as an opportu-
nity to promote farming, while the second articulated tenure reform on decentralization. With the help of 
community tenure experts, the shows drew attention to the e�ect these ongoing reforms could have on 
land tenure. The information disseminated is now being cited by local communities and citizens campaign-
ing for their rights, driving forward citizen involvement in the ongoing reform process. Contact Cheikh 
Oumar Ba.

mailto:coba@ipar.sn
mailto:coba@ipar.sn
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NEPAL

COMMUNTIES WINS GOVERNMENT COMMITMENT TO INCLUDE CHURE’S COMMUNITIES IN 
ITS REVIEW OF 2014 CONSERVATION DECLARATION

Following months of campaigns and demonstrations by almost a million people demanding advocating for 
community rights to natural resources in Nepal’s Chure region, over 400 activists, scholars, and government 
representatives gathered in Kathmandu for the Chure Conservation People’s Rights Conference. The Con-
ference resulted in a commitment by the government (which declared Chure a protected area in 2014 with-
out consulting the �ve million residents who depend on its vast natural resources) to include civil society 
representatives in its ongoing review of the Declaration. Attendees at the conference included the Deputy 
Prime Minister of Nepal, Constituent Assembly members, and numerous leading representatives from 
Nepal’s main political parties, providing a rare opportunity for community representatives to interact with 
policymakers. Organized by a coalition of 20 human rights advocacy and environmental research organiza-
tions representing the people of Chure, speakers at the conference made impassioned pleas for develop-
ment and conservation measures to be conducted in a consultative manner that works in the interests of 
local people. Rigorous evidence-based research countering the traditional narrative of environmental deg-
radation caused by community use was also presented. Read this blog post to learn more. 
Contact Gaurav Madan.

FEBRUARY 19-20 | KATHMANDU

SCALING-UP PARTICIPATORY COMMUNITY MAPPING IN INDIA

As part of a broad-based movement to implement India’s 2006 Forest Rights Act and protect the rights of 
forest-dependent communities, Vasundhara organized two workshops on Community Forest Rights 
Recognition and Mapping. The workshops, held in New Delhi and the forest-rich state of Odisha, improved 
participants’ understanding of community forest resource claims and the process of mapping. The partici-
pants also discussed collective strategies to scale up the mapping process and the government response to 
its challenges. The �rst workshop in New Delhi discussed experiences from states across India that are in the 
process of implementing the Act, including Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Chhattisgarh, Maha-
rashtra, and Gujarat. The February workshop focused on the challenges and opportunities in Odisha, which 
currently has one of the highest number of community con�icts relating to land and resource rights. The 
participants included civil society organizations, individual activists, and resource organizations. Contact 
Gaurav Madan.

JANUARY 24-25 and FEBRUARY 25-26 | BHUBANESHWAR and NEW DELHI

INDIA

http://www.trust.org/item/20150225195543-zyjn7/
mailto:gmadan@rightsandresources.org
mailto:gmadan@rightsandresources.org
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INDONESIA

INDONESIAN COMMUNITIES WORK WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO ACCELERATE 
RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS TERRITORIES
MARCH 25 | JAKARTA
Driven by heightening con�icts and ecological crises, Indonesian civil society organizations are working 
together with the government to implement comprehensive and inclusive agrarian reform. Earlier this year, 
the Agrarian and Spatial Planning Ministry expressed its support for the contents of the White Book for 
Agrarian Reform: A Road towards National Sovereignty, drafted by the CSOs to provide their recommenda-
tions to the Agrarian Ministry on implementing e�ective and just agrarian reform that empowers rural 
communities and resolves con�icts. A March meeting with the Agrarian and Spatial Planning Ministry 
resulted in the Minister’s commitment to use locations recommended by the CSOs as models of customary 
tenure rights recognition in the reform process. In addition, the Minister asked authorities in 13 districts to 
accelerate recognition of the adat community as a precondition for recognizing their territorial rights, and 
meet every two weeks with CSO representatives for regular updates on con�ict resolution in selected loca-
tions. He also committed to issuing a new regulation on communal land recognition for adat territories.  
These follow up actions demonstrate the Minister’s support for Indigenous Peoples’ rights and a likelihood 
of coordinating with other ministries to increase their support of Indigenous Peoples’ communal rights as 
well. Contact Anne-Sophie Gindroz.

INDONESIA WORKSHOP CONTRIBUTES TO LEARNING ON REGIONAL EXPERIENCES WITH 
RECOGNITION OF INDIGENOUS TERRITORIAL RIGHTS
FEBRUARY 16-17 | JAKARTA
While the  Indonesian Constitution recognizes Indigenous Peoples’  rights in all territories of Indonesia, the 
country still lacks an administrative law protecting their collective rights. The Philippines has made some 
progress in this regard, enacting an Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (IPRA) in 1997, and creating a National 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP). To share lessons from the Philippines’ experience, a workshop 
titled “Towards Recognition of Indigenous Territories” was held by Samdhana Institute and Badan Registrasi 
Wilayah Adat in Jakarta. The participants—including organizations involved in mapping and piloting local 
recognition, local government representatives, parliamentarians, representatives from the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forestry, and experts from both countries—discussed policy challenges and priority actions 
for securing recognition of Indigenous Peoples and territories in Indonesia. Representatives from the 
Philippines provided useful insights on issuance of certi�cates on ancestral domains/land titles, while Indo-
nesia’s indigenous communities’ representatives shared views on the current dynamics in adat territory 
recognition in Indonesia. The workshop contributed to a broader process aimed at recognition of indige-
nous territorial rights in Indonesia, which is closer than ever to being achieved given recent support by the 
new Indonesian Government. Contact Anne-Sophie Gindroz.

http://www.rightsandresources.org/news/indonesian-activists-and-civil-society-unite-for-agrarian-reform/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/news/indonesian-activists-and-civil-society-unite-for-agrarian-reform/
mailto:ASgindroz@rightsandresources.org
mailto:ASgindroz@rightsandresources.org
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/02/17/govt-establish-task-force-indigenous-people.html
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GUATEMALA

MARCH | ESCUINTLA
In recognition of the signi�cant contribution of their traditional practices to environmental conservation, 
the government agency FONTIERRA reduced the agrarian debt of the 50 families of ECA la Bendición by 
95 percent, allowing them to keep the 406 hectares composing their ancestral agricultural and forest land. 
This decision sets a signi�cant precedent, as it is the �rst time in Guatemala that a community organiza-
tion was allowed to keep its allotted land based on intangible assets—in this case, the community’s com-
mitment to continuing sustainable forest conservation and water management. The government formal-
ly acknowledged the value of customary practices, traditional land use, and the contributions of commu-
nity-owned land to environmental conservation. This agreement could spark a wave of progress on com-
munity land and resource rights by acting as a model of exemplary state-community negotiations. The 
advocacy for this project was led by Ut'z Che’—the organization tasked with providing ECA la Bendición 
with technical assistance. Contact Omaira Bolaños.

GOVERNMENT SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCES COMMUNITY’S AGRARIAN DEBT IN RECOGNITION 
OF CONSERVATION EFFORTS

MARCH 2
Advocacy e�orts by the Association of Forest Communities of Petén (ACOFOCP) persuaded the Guatema-
lan government to reclassify certain non-timber forest products into a new category, greatly reducing the 
high costs and bureaucratic burden on community organizations and individuals selling sustainably 
produced products such as ramon and xate seeds. The Ministry of Environment’s revised list of non-timber 
forest products now allows members of 23 organizations to access new markets and bene�t from addi-
tional sources of income. Residents of 20 communities near the Mayan Biosphere Reserve, particularly 
women and young men, now have greater capacity to manage their forest products in a sustainable 
manner. Elsewhere in the country, forest users growing and harvesting non-timber forest products can 
also obtain a license in the new category. This project in�uenced national reform on the use of non-timber 
forest products, and helped to create a sustainable source of income for forest peoples across Guatemala. 
Contact Omaira Bolaños.

RECLASSIFICATION OF NON-TIMBER FOREST PRODUCTS CREATES SUSTAINABLE INCOME 
FOR FOREST COMMUNITIES

mailto:obolanos@rightsandresources.org
mailto:obolanos@rightsandresources.org
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REGIONAL

2014 THROUGH MARCH 2015 | COLOMBIA, ECUADOR, PERU
A new map of deforestation and mining and hydrocarbon investments along the Paci�c coast of Colom-
bia, Ecuador, and Peru provides a key advocacy tool for indigenous, Afro-descendant, and other local 
communities to show the impact of these developments on their ancestral territories. This information 
will help these communities formulate joint strategies to defend their lands, particularly because many of 
them lack formal recognition of their collective property rights. The release of this map has both national 
and regional impacts: little is known about the communities inhabiting these coastal areas, their contribu-
tion to forest and biodiversity conservation, or the commercial developments already on or planned for 
their lands. Collecting this information becomes doubly important as governments look to the South 
Paci�c Basin to foster economic relations with Asia, endangering community lands and resources even 
further. Asociación Ambiente y Sociedad and the Instituto del Bien Común led the collection of the data 
for each country and creation of the map. Contact Omaira Bolaños. 

MAP OF MINING AND HYDROCARBON INVESTMENTS IN COLOMBIA, ECUADOR, AND PERU 
REVEALS DEFORESTATION ON COMMUNITY LANDS

PERU

FEBRUARY 20-27 | LIMA
In response to advocacy by AIDESEP, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) committed to adding 
$16 million to its land registry and titling project (PTRT3), which will go directly to titling the lands of 1,166 
indigenous communities in the Amazon. This is the �rst time that the IDB’s budget has been modi�ed 
speci�cally in favor of collective land titling. This move creates an important precedent for future deci-
sions by the IDB and by Latin American governments. In particular, it signals the success of e�orts to 
convince the Bank of the importance of community land titling for preventing land grabs and environ-
mental damage by armed groups, extractive companies, and other outside actors. RRI research has 
further shown that the costs of demarcating, registering, and titling community land are o�set by enor-
mous bene�ts in the form of reduced deforestation and forest carbon emissions, protecting biodiversity, 
reducing poverty, and decrease in �nancial risk to land and forest investments, thereby ensuring a 
sustainable supply of commodities. Contact Omaira Bolaños.

INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK ANNOUNCES $16 MILLION INCREASE IN BUDGET 
TO SECURE COLLECTIVE LAND TITLES FOR AMAZONIAN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES

mailto:obolanos@rightsandresources.org
http://www.ibcperu.org/mapas-revelan-presiones-a-bosques-que-son-fundamentales-para-mitigar-el-cambio-climatico/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/uploads/Securing-Indigenous-and-Communtiy-Lands_Final_Formatted.pdf
mailto:obolanos@rightsandresources.org
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STAY CONNECTED

PUBLICATIONS & EVENTS

RECENT AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Securing Collective Land Rights, Forest Protection, and Climate Mitigation at Scale: Status, Opportunities, 
and Priorities
May 5-6, 2015 | Oslo, Norway | Event page

International workshop on Rethinking Forest Regulations 2015
May 18-22, 2015 | Montana, USA | Event page

Seventeenth RRI Dialogue on Forests, Governance, and Climate Change
June 18, 2015 | Washington D.C., USA | Event page

Next Generation of Forest Agency Leaders - 2015 Seminar 
July 20-24, 2015 | Oaxaca, Mexico | Event page

Scaling Up to Advance Recognition of Community Land and Resource Rights
September 30-October 1, 2015 | Bern, Switzerland | Event page

To keep up to date with our activities, check out our website in
English, French, or Spanish.

 You can also translate the website in over 60 languages by using the “Select 
Language” tool on the top right corner of the Homepage.

Stay Connected
Join the conversation on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn

www.rightsandresources.org

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Land Rights Indicators in the Post-2015 SDGs: Recommendations for Inter-Agency Expert Group & Other 
Policymakers | March 2015 | Download

Advances and Setbacks in Territorial Rights in Brazil | February 2015 | Download

Industrial Oil Palm Development: Liberia’s Path to Sustained Economic Development and Shared 
Prosperity? Lessons from the East | February 2015 | Download

RRI Annual Review 2014–2015: Looking for Leadership: New Inspiration and Momentum Amidst Crises 
Interactive online version | February 2015 | Download

http://www.rightsandresources.org/publication/land-rights-indicators-in-the-post-2015-sdgs-recommendations-for-inter-agency-expert-group-other-policymakers/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/publication/advances-and-setbacks-in-territorial-rights-in-brazil/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/publication/industrial-oil-palm-development-liberias-path-to-sustained-economic-development-and-shared-prosperity-lessons-from-the-east/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/annual-report/2014/
http://www.rightsandresources.org/annual-report/2014/
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